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As of January 8th 2021,  there were 87,191,663 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 and 1,898,142 deaths reported globally. In the 
Region of the Americas, 38,417,522 confirmed cases and  
904,118 deaths were reported. 
 
Suriname now reports a cumulative total of 6,854 confirmed cases with the transmission category now 
upgraded to cluster of cases; 596 or 8.7 % of cases are classified as active cases. 6,147 cases (89.7%) have 
recovered. There are 131 deaths resulting from COVID-19 infection with a crude case fatality ratio still of 
1.9%. The infection rate for the country is 1,190 per 100,000 population (total population-575,991) with 
a 7-day cumulative incidence of 85.6 per 100,000 population compared to 71.2 per 100,000 in the 
previous week.  The effective Rt was 1.17, compared to 1.12 in the previous week. 

 
The following graphs and charts are based on the data available at the time of writing the report and the 

level of completeness of the data. 

 

Figure 1. Epidemiological curve of COVID-19 and cumulative incidence per 100.000 population from March 2020 to January 2021 

Area Confirmed Deaths 

Globally 87,191,663 1,898,142 

Americas 38,417,522 904,118 

Suriname 6854 131 
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Figure 2. Estimated Reproductive number (Rt) for the COVID-19 cases reported from August until January 07th, 2020 

The 7- day cumulative incidence has increased from 71.2/100,000  to 85.6/100,000 over the past 10 days. 

The reproduction number has been stable in the past week to 1.17 this week. Figure 3 shows the 

epidemiological curve by date of analysis of laboratory samples. 

 

Figure 3. Epidemiological curve by date of analysis 
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Figure 4. COVID-19 tests performed and positivity rate per day. 

Figure 4 shows the trend in tests performed and the daily positivity rate. The positivity rate has been 

above 20%, with the latest positivity rate being 24.7%. Figure 5 shows the monthly positvity rate increase 

for December from 17.8 to 18.3% and a monthly positivity rate of 28.7% for January. 

 

Figure 5. Total number of tests performed and positivity rate per month. 
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Figure 6. Confirmed cases by age group 

The age groups of the confirmed cases most affected remain primarily the productive age groups of  30-

39 years, followed by 20-29 years, 40-49 years and 50-59 years. These age groups  account for 80% of the 

total cases. 

 

 

Figure 7. Confirmed cases by gender 
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Figure 8. Confirmed deaths by age and gender 

While the male to female ratio for confirmed cases is 1.13:1, for the deaths investigated, the male to 

female ratio is 1.76:1, with the age groups (in absolute numbers) most affected being 60-69 years, 

followed by the age groups 70-79 years and 50-59 years. 

 

Figure 9. Total confirmed deaths by month 



 

6 
 

Suriname  
COVID-19 Situation report 

 

Figure 10. Comorbidities of COVID-19 deaths, Suriname 2020 

Of the 126 deceased cases investigated, most (64%) were  60 years, whereas only 11.7% of confirmed 

cases is over 60 years old. Some 35.8% of the deceased cases fell in the working-class age groups. Of these 

deceased cases, 126 were investigated and 41.3% were known to have hypertension, 38.9% were 

reported as having diabetes and 9.5% were reported as being obese. The age group with the highest CFR 

is 80-89 years, followed by the age groups 70-79 years and 90-99 years. 

 

Figure 11. Case fatality rate for COVID-19 by age group 
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Figure 12. Total confirmed COVID-19 deaths by ethnicity per December 29th, 2020 

Figure 12 shows the confirmed deaths by ethnicity in absolute and relative numbers, indicating a high 

proportion (>15%) for Amerindians, creoles and hindoestani of the overall deaths registered for COVID-

19. For over 20% of the diseased, ethnicity is unknown. 

 

Figure 13. Distribution of zones from December 17th to December 31th, 2020 
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Figure 14. Distribution of cases in Suriname from December 17th to December 31th, 2020. 

For the past few weeks most new cases have been occuring mainly in the urban district of Paramaribo and 

Wanica. But sporadic cases have been detected in other districts as well. 

Country Level Coordination 

PAHO continues to have weekly discussions or meetings with the Crisis Manager of the National COVID-

19 Outbreak Management Team (OMT) and the Acting Director and Deputy Director of Health to discuss 

the strategies being implemented for the response and the continued support which is being and can  be 

offered by PAHO.  

During the period from January 3rd to January 16th, 2021, the following public commercial premises or 

areas will be closed: 

¶ Restaurants and other commercial establishments for the preparation and delivery of food, with 

the exception of take-out or delivery; collection is possible until 7 p.m. and delivery until 10 p.m. 

¶ night clubs, dance halls and discotheques  

¶ brothels; 

¶ bars; 

¶ recreation resorts; 

¶ gambling and entertainment venues; 

¶ gyms, yoga and dance schools, aerobics, zumba, sports and fitness centers or facilities; 

¶ contact professions, including hairdressers, hairdressing salons and barbershops. 


